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June 9, 2003

SAVOIE AND SGA STUDENTS URGE SUPPORT FOR HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING

Commissioner of Higher Education Joe Savoie and a contingent of Student Government Association
Presidents spent the morning drumming up additional support for funding for Louisiana’s colleges and
universities.  The Senate Finance Committee, which is debating state budget priorities, heard from the
students during public testimony today.

“We are the future.  We are here representing our constituents – over 200,000 students enrolled in
Louisiana’s public colleges and universities – asking you not to cut higher education.  Quality education
and research is vital to the health of our state.  It is the heart of our state and it pays long- term dividends,
“ said Katreshia Lewis, President of COSBP, the organization of all student body presidents.   

Lewis reminded the members of the Senate Finance Committee that students who graduate in state are
more likely to remain in that state and contribute to the economy.  

“Our potential is great.  Develop us so that we can take care of the future,” said Samuel Fabre, Baton
Rouge Community College SGA President.  

Jennifer Porter, SGA President from Louisiana Tech and student member on the University of Louisiana
System Board, reminded members of the Senate Finance that students are ready to do their part.

“This morning I testified in support of the academic excellence fee, a fee that would charge the students
up to an additional $120 per semester.  We support this fee because we want our institutions to be better
and we realize the value of a quality education.  We have passed a student resolution in favor of this fee
and we simply ask you to do your part and fund higher education.”

Commissioner of Higher Education Joe Savoie warned that the state would be breaking faith with the
students if proposed cuts force the institutions to use the academic excellence fee to cover mandated
costs.

(more)



ADD ONE
SAVOIE AND SGA STUDENTS COMMENT IN SUPPORT OF HIGHER EDUCATION

“We have promoted this fee as an enhancement that will directly benefit student services.  We do not
need to be in the business of going back on our word by redirecting the use of the funds.  That would not
be shooting straight with our students,” Savoie said.

Savoie highlighted a number of improvements in education during his noon address to the Baton Rouge
Press Club.  He called on the legislature to “maintain the momentum” in education reform and raise
expectations about both the value of education and commitment to education funding. 

“When it comes to demonstrating results, we have made some significant transitions in education but we
have not transformed.  Louisiana should not be in the posture of continuing to pay for the sins of the past,
when we ignored education. Unless we want to be exactly where we are ten years from now (referring to
the current  debate over health care needs), we have got to invest in solutions – education is part of the
solution to the ills which face our state.”

More than half of the new money in the current proposed budget for higher education would fund pass-
through costs as a result of increases in merit pay for civil service employees, as well as increases in
employee health insurance costs and risk management coverage.

In addition, the current budget includes:
 

* Enhancements to support the four-year institutions as they implement new admissions
requirements, 

* Funding for enrollment and further development of the community college system, and 

* One-time-funds to cover part of the backlog in private donations in support of endowed chairs
and endowed professorships, in addition to a few targeted campus specific projects.  

Savoie stated that the reform agenda pursued under the Foster administration has produced
demonstrated results which deserve sustained investments.  He stated that cuts to Louisiana’s colleges
and universities could “jeopardize all the progress we have made.”

The Senate Finance Committee is expected to continue hearing public comments regarding the state
budget this afternoon before debating any proposed changes to the state budget proposal.  
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